! OLD BERIOUS E

HE

“pepper-box’ waa o little oo-

_ tagonsl house nbout slx  feet In
diameter and elght feet In helght with n
confosd roof. In one of the elght sides
wis s little door with & window in the
top of Ity and in the other six sldes there
were smnll windows, The pepper box
wis  furnlshed with one comforiable
leather covered arm-olair, nnd the curi-
ous little building stood In s raflrond
yard amldst a perfost network of
swltohes nnd turnonts, and was placed
there to shelter the man  who wiatehed
the “ know-nothilog’ or erossing where
two rollronds intercept ench other ot
right nogles,

The erossings of which I now write
were in the rallrond yard of a lnvge man-
ufacturing eity and rallrosd ventre where
nearly every foot of land, with the ex.
ception of this little triangulnr spot of
ground where the ** pepper-box™ stood,
wan covered with Hron rally, One woulid
naturally think it to be a very confasing
place to be fn,  The man in the pepper-
Lox was obliged to keep n level head on
hig shoulders or he wonld be lkely to
make n mistake In regard to the time
that one of the numerous teaing was due,
and n mizonlenintion of half o minote
mennt more or less destruction of Hfeand
property. Or, I he was not constantly
on the lookout nud alert, when he step.
ped outside he was liable to be ran over
and cut to pleces by the regulnr or switch-
ing trains,

Paul Berus, the pepper-box manoalled
O Serious™ by the milrond ** boys,™
wite an object of Interést to every oue of
the scores of employees on the several
rosds, who passed and repassed his close
quarters every day,  He had never heen
seen or heard of by any of them until,
dusty and travel-worn he walked Inlo
passengor station one duy v n halfin-
toxicated condition and took the curs
for New York.

He refused to show his tieket or to pay
w0 the conductor glving a pull
to the bell rope to have the train slowed
up, pitehod the poor fellow off’ — rather
too unceremonlously It was thought -
and left him iying on the ground in n
half doged, half stunned condition.,  De.
fore hie regained consciousness and wns
nble to get up, snother train came along
and mn over and out ol one of his feet
that was Iying across the rail.

hix fare,

There was quite an ado made over the
affuir. The conductor wus blomed for
not bringing the train to o stop before
he put the man off; and for leaving him
partly on the traeck. The former wns
suspended indefinitely—there had been
many complaints entered against ilm be.
fore in the superintendent’s office — and
the poor vietim was earried to the ety
hospital, where the superintendent of
the road, a very kind-hearted man, him-
sell went to see that he was well eareil
for.

He became interested in the patient,
Paul Serus, and ealled to see him more
than onee, and promised him o job as
soon as he should be well enough to tnke
it, on the condition, however, that he
shonld sign  the pledge, The wounded
man promised fuithfully to do so, and
while his mutilated stump of an ankle
was healing he had time to get thor-
oughly sobered, to profit by the some-
what dismal retrospect of his life and to
make plans for o useful, honorable fu-
ture,

“ This s the first time I have been
completely soubpred for years,” he gaid to
the surgeon, who was very attentive
and kind to him, 1 feel exactly as if
I had been away from my true sell all
this dreadful time, and had just got back
into my old body again —ns I used to
be when 1 was somebody in the world.

As soon as poor Paul was able to hob-
ble about on & ¢cruteh, the whole-souled
rallroad superintendent came to the hos-
pital and had a long interview with the
surgeon in regard (o him, There was
such o quiet dignity about the man,such
native goodness of heart, honesty In ne.
ton and purpose. that these two gentle-
men had made up their minds not to
turn the eripple patient out upon the
world when he should have recovered,
but on the other hand to do something
for him.

*You may give him a situation
where there some  responsibility ;
where he will have something to take
up his mind constantly,”” said the good
surgeon.

* The * pepper-hox’
is the livellest place T know of for a
green hand,” said the superintendent,.—
“I will give him the day watch there.

And go he did, tellilng big Mike, the
old and fuithful switchman on a side
truck near by, 1o keep a sharp watch
opon him, however,

*There's not a man on the road, sir,
us needs less watehin' than Old Berl-
ous,” reported old Mike at the end of
the mouth, **he Just moinds his own
business, "

One day as the superintendent of
the road was walking in the yard, Paul
suld to him:

*1 ean do the day and night work
both just as well If you will inorease

is

down in our yard
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my house In the shape of o dry goods
box in which T oan streteh myself oot
between tralns al night there's room
for It In the trinngle, Downing,the night
wateh, told me to.dsy that he must
throw up his Joby, hiv rhenmatism had
got such a hold upon him, Besldes, I
can easlly wake up alany given time
at nighty 1 was noted In the army for
that when on guard and pieket duty.”

" Very well,” replied the superinten.
dent, "I am willlng you should try It,
Downing spoke to me just now about
glving up his job,"

In this case little Mike, the night
watchmiun, wae fngtrooted to have an
eye out to see thut Paul kept the right
slgnal Hghts st his window. So Paul
made s queer addition to the pepper.box.
The ridlroad boys enlled 1t Old Berlous’
chapel and made o great denl of fun of
him in his Bible rending, Tt came to be
quite the thing to get up storles abouot
the poor man, Home suld he woas o
murderer hiding from justice, others
suld he was nu eseaped burglne, nnd ot
Inst, ny the months went, and Paul re.
malned falthiful and alert at his post,
they all settled down to the belief that
he wia s miser, that In the estimntion of
the free-hearted rond hands was the
woral chnraeter coneelvable,

Bomebody started the report that the
pepper-box man burled his wagea each
month under the floor of his domicile;
thnt he boarded himself on ersckers nndd
cindfish,
uor nsmoke, nor a chew, 'They did not
took o drink, for they
knew he could not keep his job in that
event, and many of them
totalers themuelyes,

One moontight night o autumn o
company of the hands who had gome
In on the different  trains, thinking to
have some fun by frightening ** Old
Serfous,” marched in Indian file from
the frelght depot up the “tenek to the
pepper-box, and encireling the funny
Hitie strueture, looked the win
dows,

The blood-red
brlghtly,
premises,

wod never had oo decent moead,

sy he never

were lee-

I ot
elgnnl was  burning
costing o lurld glow on the

The poor eripple was st
asleep on the floor, wrapped In dblanket
andd his feet stretolivd out through the
Httle aperture in the wall into the dry
goods A few pleces of ¢harcoul
were fintly glowing in an old iron ket-

hox,

tle over whicly, in a tin pail, some kind |

of broth was simmering.

The hands expressed their indignation
at his miserly habits In low whispers,
and presently Bill Edison shouted :

et upy ol pineh-penny, nnd hand
over enough of your hoard to buy us all
a hot supper and the cigars for the
erowd.”

“Yes," sabld another, * shell out or
we'll earry you up bere a plece and
throw you down the eliff into the river,
and poke you over the fulls,

The erippled watehman, not showing
the least fright, incensed the whole com-
pany into roundly abusingand insulting
*Old Serious. '

He slowly ralsed himgelf up, opened
the door of his domiecile nnd said ;

“ Boys, I would invite you in were
not my quarters so cireumseribed, Per-
hups you will it down on the dry sand
while T tell you a bit of a story.

“For many years I have been es-
tranged from home and frlends nand fam-
ily by drink. I will not wenry you with
the detuils of my life, I will simply
sy that at the time my foot was cut off
I had not seen my wife and ehildren for
five yenra, As soonas I was able fo
write, I sent my wife a letter telling her
that I was trying to be a man again,
and asking her if she wonld live with
we, She immediately replied that she
would gladly do so, providing I could
keep my resolution to let liquor alone, —
I don't suppose she had muoh faith in
me at first, but I have written to her
every week, and I can see by her letters
to me that there is o new and growing
hope springing up in her heart,

** Now, there Is not & man among you
who will wonder why I look * serious,?
or that I do double duty here, although
it does wear on me a little. Bulb I get
extra pay, and have had no time to fall
into temptation. You will now see the
reason why 1 live so cheaply is to save
money enough to bring my family half
Wiy across the continent

before the |

my pay mul let me hulld an addition to

snow falls, that they and I may have a |

LT

home together once more,

* Hurrah for ‘Old Serious,’ hurrah for
Mr. Serus,”" shouted Bill Edison, cor-
recting himselfa * I say, boys, pay day
was yesterday, and  we've all got some
money by us; let's take up o eollec-
tion,” and pulliug off his grimy cap,
he passed it round, getling generous
contributions from all bhands, Then,
turning bis own grensy pockets inside
out, and shaking them In a droll way
over the eap, he said, ** There, comrade,
tnke that: amd do you see that little
white cottage up there on the eliff ¥—
It's empty. Tom Reynolds moved up
to the other end of the road to-day. It's
handy to your job: just the thing. 171
see about it myself as goon as s day-
light. You send for them folks o' yourn
right off} and If you halnt got money

| away to the kirk, where he hid on

| gesticulated

enough ya to pay the billa, we I\'llpru
will see that 1t's all right.”’

Paul’s family arrived in due time, and
evary one of those wild but kind-hearted
riflrond * boys' hnd a band in settiog
them to housekeeping. And ma they
point to that 1tttle ** peppor-box’” to this
day, and tell this simple alory they say
that Paul Beris Is a hero, and that some.
how they feel uw If they owned a shire
of liim, sod In lis happy, theifty famlly
Hying tn the neat little white cottage on
the oliff nbove the crossing,

- -

“0ld Sam Houston,"

NI of the most excentrino charnoters
O of the old United Biiates Bonile was
General Bam Houston, of Texns, His
charneter  harmonised  with his life,
which had been one of stinnge adven.
Lure.

He had served ns o soldlor in the war
of 1814, ns Governor of Tennessee, ne nn
Indian ehief while an exile among Lhe
Cherokees, snd s commander-in.ohief
of the 'l'exun nrmy.  He wos vietor on
the fleld of Ban Jaclnto, and beeame
the fiest president of the republic of
Texny, In the streets of Washington,
his tnll Ngnre—he s six feet and o half
in helght—and singular dress stiraoted
attention. On his hend he wore n Mex.
iean sombrero, while n bright.colored
blanket was  thrown negligently over
his shoulder. Hin cont and pants, of
the riehest bluek brondeloth, oflf' n
unigque vest made of tiger skin.

In the Hennte chnmber he would sl
nll doy whittling, with a plle sort wood
and n basket to holld the shavings by hig
side.  Young ladles and  ehildren
quite anxions to secure the hearts, durts,
crosdes nnd  other devices which the
Senntorial whittler mmde, Arvound his
bixdroom at the hotel hung several print-
ol enrds, on which were Inseribed, My
bedtime 18 nine o'clock.,”

Au g ptump speaker, the
men, who  ealled him
thought he had o equal. e had o
melodions voice, excelled ns o teller of
aneddoted, anildl was fond — though he
spoke pure English — of dropping into
the patois of his frontler sudiences, In
18457, the Leglalature of Texns refused Lo
re-elect him Benntlor beeanse he voted
upninst the Kansas Nebraska bill, e
ran for Governor. In one of hisspeechies
during the exelted canvass, he gald

“at, fellow ditizens, you whopped
ma good. Now, ef 1 donne wronjgg, you
have had your satisfuction : and ef 1
donno wrong, God knows 1 forgive
.\'u'n'l."'

The bnckwoodsmen cheerad the man
who could tulk to them in their own
lingo, and Housion was re-elected by an
overwhelming muojority.

While Houston was a clerk In acoun-
try store in Tennessce, the war of 1H12
broke out and he at once enlisted, The
style in which he did so was character-
istie. A drummer and fifer paraded the
streets of the town, headed by n ser-
geant. Bilver dollars were placed on the
hend of a drum, and o volunteer stepped
up and took a dollar which wns his
bounty and the sign of enlistment,—
Houston took his dollar and at once
marched, with other recruits against the
Creek Indinns,

His friends hnd safficlent influence to
procure him nn englgn’s commigsion,—
Ad the battle of the ** Horse Shoe,”” he
mounted the Indian fort,colors in hand,
A barbed arrow pierced his thigh, Hous-
ton ordered o soldier to pull it out. The
man tried and fuiled,

SO0F you don't pull it out,” exclaimed
Houston, drawing his pistol;, * 1 will
shoot you !

The man gave a strong pull and out
cume the arrow, leaving a lacerated
wound, Assoon ns it was dressed he
rushed out ngain inte the fight, whenee

ul"

were

b Ie woods-
“Old Bam,"?

he was  curried out with two balls in
hig right shoulder, |
A Monkey at Church.
Grandfnther Allen was a scotell min-

ister, a grand good man, and emphatio
in his gestures and motions. Fe had a
pot monkey, Tib, an Iptelligent cren.
ture, of whom he thought a great deal,
Tib on his part loved his master so,
that like Mary s little lamb, he followed
whereever he went. 5o on Bunday he
wits shut in the houge and chained, OfF
course Tib did not at all approve, and on
one memorable Sunday he unfastened his
chain, slipped out of the house and stole
the

sounding-board directly over the minis.
ter's head. He behaved quietly until
the sermon began, Then be moved (o

the edge of the bogrd where he could see |

his muster, Tib looked ot
preacher with great Interest, and soon
began to mimle the gestures. As he
was in full view of the congregation
the effect was ridiculous enough, and
soon even the sober grown folks shook
with suppressed laughter,
little folks couldn’ suppress theirs at
all. The minister, who couldn't ses
master Tib, felt very Indignant, and
rebuked his people sharply, and the
lnughter continued, Then Grandfather,

the earunest

ungry and excited, ralsed his volee and
more violently, and the

while the |

monkey, wntchlng l‘rom above, lmlllu-d
him with great wspirit and lvellness,
untll one simultaneousshout burst from
the people and resounded through the
kirk, Amnzed and soandallzed at this
extrnordinary  behnvior. Grandfthoy
pauged b moment, and some one direot-
ed his attention to the entike of the dis
turbanoe | and when he saw Master Tib
perched above him aud playing milnls.
ter in such s comieal and cldiculous
wiy, be jolued 1o the laugh himself,
Poor Tib, however, was taken In dis,
grace nod good eare wos taken that he
never went to churoh agaln,”

- -

A Westfield, Massachusetts, .Euullnmnl,

Woeatfield, Muss,, Is conslderably ex.
olted over nn alleged ense of polsoning,
Mrs. David Drake belng suspooted of
murdering her stepdaughter Eita,
young woman of 17 yenrs, 'The latter
died on Friday st her brother's residence,
in Pochnesio sbreet, where she had been
living for nbout four weeks, uftor leav-
Ing het home, 1t s said, becnuse she
feared for her life, her mother's actlons
belng strange nnd unacoountabile,

Onee the giel awoke In her sleep and
found Mrs, Drake boending over her,
while the nlr was filled with asuspiclous
odor of ether, Atanother time,
ahe heard her mother coming in the
nlght, she jumped out of n window
withoub nwalting further developmenis
nnd fled to her brother's house, Miss
Itta evidently had not had nny polsons
given to her for four weeks, but some of
her friends think death resulted from
slow polson ndministered before she left
home, Her body was examined by
Medical  Examiner Waterman oand
several other physicians, who found no
onuse for nntural deatli, snd thestomuch
and other portions were removed for 4o
annlysis,

Miw, Drake, the suspected murderess
I8 0 strong person, accused of oplum
eating and s of insanity, and s now
living with her third huosband, Her
first and second hushands are sald to
Linve digd mysteriously, and & son by
her first husband Is reported to have
been found dead in bed, after retiring in
perfect henlth, the woman having learn-
ed that bis presence would bo an ob.
stncle to her second marrringe.

s

A Queer Lawsuil,

when

In the Cabiarrias (N, C)) court o singu-
Inr lnwsuit wns recently brought. A
few months ngo John M. Ingraham was
applied to for work by John Forst, He
told the applicant that he hnd nothing
for bim to do, but he would give him
12,000 for the hides of 6,000 lzards.—
Ingrahoam giving the man his note for
that amount, Forst, with his wife and
five children, nt one started for the
mountaing, There they established
themselves in camp and began a war
upon the reptiles. The result of thelr
firat doy's eflort was so enconrnging that
they worked with renewed energy, and
within twenty days had the 0,000 lizard
hides, The family marched into town
Inst week and offered the reptile skius to
Ingralwm, and were told that his offer
was only o Jest.

- el e

A Little Girl’'s Unforlunate Speech.

A sooret service operstive In the West
makes mention of o ease In whioh a 1t-
tle girl unwittingly caused the arrest of
her father for counterfelting,. On her
way to school a few mornings ago ehe
stopped at & confectioner’s to buy five
cents' worth of eandy. Bhe handed the
proprietor a nlockel, He examined it
and sald he did not think it was good.—
“Oh, I know it 18, she escolalmed fu-
nocently, ** because papn made it. Papa
makes lots just like that.” Upon that
information the man's premises were
searched and Implements for counter-
feiting and counterfeit coin were found
in large quantities. The man was ar-
rested.

Strange Freak of a Maniac.

A strange freak of & maniae oceurred
in Bouth Canaan, Ct., recently. Will.
inm Blodgett, who has been deranged
more or less for the lnst len years, and
has been confined In the Middletown
asylum, procured a shovel and proceed.
ed to the cemetery, with the design of
“resurrecting’’ his brother Milan, buried
there five years ago. He dug up the
coffin and opened it, revealing the
gkeleton, He then went to Thomas
Balley's, & short distance off; and pro-
cured a piteher of milk, by the applica-
tion of which the “*resurrection’ was to
be accomplished, and remained all
night, bathing the relics with the fluld.
He was found in the mornlng, talking
incoherently.

. -—-

An Original Campaigner,

Blaton Dunean has slarted a circus
which in some respects eclipses Butler's,
He i traveling over the Congressional
distriet in Kentucky, where lie is the
Gireenback candidate, with & wagon
which is equipped with s desk, s small
cannon snd some locomotive headlights,
When he reaches a place where hie wish-
es to speak, he fires ofl his cannon, il
luminates, and looses his chin upon the
assembled crowd., Thus far no one has
been hurt by elther the cunnon or the
chin.

VEGETINE

REV. 4, 1, LBDlllw WHITES :
1Th Baitie Btrest Brobkiyn, N. Y., Nov. 14,1878,
T, 11, Btovens, Kag,

Donr 8ir,<From personal Honnit reesived IJ
l.%‘um 1 Wall s lmm ersonnl koow t-dm

08 W nuru h; mnaﬂ almonst
:::&.'in. lm Iu nd rnl{ quunL

L ola) F M.l&noom b whi

LUDLUOW,
Lnta I‘Lmr Calyary Chutoh
.‘acruluon {0, Unl.

VEGETINLE
BITIE ST WELL.
South Polutd, Me,, Oct. 11, 1478

“lr) 1. lllIll Hlﬂ"u bk N
mar Bir—1 hnyve n siek two yoarn
liver compluing Y and dnrlng Lt Cime Iumlll;htg‘
W Ereat muany Bl aront modicines, but wone o
them did mo any wood. 1 wis veatlons niahia st
had ne pppetite, Im'n u}lnna !lw VE4 !’l"

rost we n*emnmud

IF_Id raliah my Ua
lhe VEGETINE for wlltl i husdunn tor me,—

Yours tnpwt ul {
A BERT RICKER,
Witness of lhnl how
MIL GHOIGHE M. YAUGITAN,
Madford, Mass,

VEGETINGB.
GOOD FOR THE CHILDREN,

l!uslahn lllumc:‘ll Trler Birost,
15 M. Bhaveis: uston, April, 1870

Dear 8ir.—<We fesl that the shildren In our
homo have haeh groatly benulited by the VEGE.
K you hiave so kindly given us from thne to
time, Bspseially thoso teou ledd with the Serofula,
With reapect
MItS, N. WORMELL, Mistrens

VEGETINE
HEY. 0. T, WALK EHi, BAYS ;

Providence, 1. L, 164 ‘Trans 4
. 1L Bovons. Kan M Transit Btroat,
1 foel Bound to expross with my s nmmm |||n-
high yalue § plaes urem our VEG
faimnlly have used It for the 1ast twu yr»nrq In
nurvous debility (tls [nviduable, and T recom.
meml it to all wno may need an frmguruilnu.ron-

ovating tonle.

0. T WALKER,
Formeriy Pastor of Bowdoln.squre U null'h. Bog-
tomn, Mans.,

vESBTINE.

NOTHING EQUAL TO 1T,

Houth Balem, Mass,, Nov, 14 1674,
Mr. H. R, Stevens.

Dear Hir,—1 have isan troubled with Bsrolula,
Canker, nud Liver Complaint for 1lnmoyunrq—
Nathing ever did oo any good untll T sommenosd
yshig thie YEGETINK, rnm now I:"l'[tlllj nlong
Nrst-eate, and Selll asding the VEGETIN
slder thare Ly nnilnimic fund to - it
in;llut- Cin heartily recommend [t o every.
wily. \nurlrrnli

MES, LIZZIE M. PACKARD,
No, 1t Lagrange Street, Boutl Salem, Masa,

VEGETINE,

RECOMMEND

oon-
Iur sueh eom-

IT *HEARTILY.

South Boston.
My, Btevens,
lnrnt Hir —1 hivvn taken severnd bottles of your
NE, and am convinced (6 s o valuabilh
':l) for IJ?N]I{']H"\‘ Kidpoy Complaint and
wenl Debility of the systemn, | can heartly
fommanend It to all sulfererd from that complalng,
Yours res u--'l.inllt
MES, MUNIOE PARKER.

VEGETINE

Prepared

H. R. STEVENS, Boston, Mass,

LIRS

Yegetine Is anl] by all Druggists.

MUSSER & ALLEN

CENTRAL STORE
NEWPORT, PENN’A.
Now offer the publie

A RARE AND ELEGANT ASSORTMENT OF

DRESS GOODS

Consisting sf all shades suitable for the season.

BLACK ALPACCAS

AND
Mouwrning Goods
A SPECIALITY.
BLEACHED AND UNBLEACHED
MUSLINS,

AT VARIOUS PRICES.

AN ENDLESS SELEUTION OF PRINTS!

Weselland do keep a good quality of

SUGARS, COFFEES & SYRUPS,

Anil everything under the head of

GROCERIES !

Machine weedles and ofl for all

makes
Machines.

of

To be pouvinead that our goods are

CHEAP ASTHE CHEAPEST,

I3 TO CALL AND EXAMINE STOCK.
& No trouble to show goods,

Dou't lorget the

CENTRAL STORE,
Newport, Perry County, Pa.

STATE NOTICE.~Notloe is hereby glven
E that letters testamentiary on the estate of
Lydin A. Mader, iate of Poun twp., Perry county,
IPu., dee’id, ave been granted o theundersigned.,
n--h!.tug in same township,

All persons indebted tosald ostate are rsquest
ed to make lmmediate payment and those having
claims to presest them duly authenticated for

SREMEREIS L J. HOLLAND,
July 16, 18786t pd. Exeeutor.

ADIES AND CHILDREN will find &
I; splendid assortment of shioes at the one
price store of F. Mortimer,




